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Film Reviews:  Two Types
There are two main types of film reviews:

1.Those volunteered by members of the public
2.Those produced by professional, paid reviewers



Public Reviews

Public reviews are written by the common person to the 
common person.

Public reviews need to be viewed with a critical eye, 
however.

Some public reviews are not monitored, and may not be 
written properly. 

Does that disqualify them? How helpful are public reviews?

Our review will be a public review with a professional twist.



Professional Reviews

Professional reviews come from the paid critics.

They can be from:
Actual critics like those from Entertainment Weekly or 
Time that are paid to go to movies and review
Website reviews like those from sites such as Rotten 
Tomatoes.
Newspaper media analysis writers (arts + culture)



Discussion

Paid reviews are often looked at as the “proper” reviews. Are 
they?

Discuss - Do paid professional reviews properly convey the 
public perceptions?  

Discuss - Who decides if a film is truly successful, the public or 
professional critics?

Give evidence for your viewpoint.



The Competition

What is the competition between the public and private review 
market like?

What is the film review market like?  Active?  Sparse?  Does it 
even really matter today?

Can you see yourself submitting something to this market?
Which group would you rather be a part of?
Who do you think is more accessed and listened to by the general 
public?

With a partner, complete the “Exploring the Film Review 
Market” handout now.



What is YOUR target 
audience?

Now that you know a little bit about the market, what is your target 
audience?  Who will you be writing for?  Keep this in mind as we discuss 

the elements of a film review.



What should I include in 
my film review?



The Basics
(Can be done as a text feature)

Name of film

 Genre

Running time 

Rating (G, PG, PG-13, PG-17, etc.)?

When did it open?

How much longer will it by playing?

Timed to coincide with events of note? (summer blockbuster 
season? Oscar nominations)



The Basics
(Can be done as a text feature)

Interstellar. Science-Fiction (PG-13); running length 194 
mins. Showing March 2014-May 2014.



The Meat of the Review

Discuss the director, main actors/actresses, the parts they 
played, what you thought of their performance, any 
interesting notes about the style of filming.

You will need to write a plot summary for the movie. Do 
not reveal the ending. Discuss at least 5 events and be 
sure to cover the entire scope of the movie, except the 
very end.

In giving your summary, you can also talk about the 
things you might have done differently.  This can be 
things like length, special effects ,etc.



The Meat of the Review
Centre on a few aspects of filmmaking to discuss. You may 
choose acting, direction, editing, costume design, set design, 
photography, atmosphere, soundtrack, or anything else you 
may think of.   

It can be something you thought was exceptional or 
something you thought detracted from the film.  Be sure that 
you are specific and cite examples from the movie.  Do this at 
least twice.

Give your overall reaction to the film as well as your opinion 
on the quality of the film. also include your recommendations 
for potential viewers.



Let’s Try It! 


