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Got something to say about 
media?

Maybe you don’t want to, but you will!  For Writing 12 
we will learn the elements of a film and what makes of a 
film critique.

It’s more than just saying “Hey, this was a good movie!”  
You have to cover several elements and ideas in order to 
write a good film critique!

Be HERE the next few weeks…not doing so will make it 
tough to complete this assignment!



Six Main Elements You Should 
Think About

Director:  who directed it and what has he or she done 
before that tickled your fancy

Cinematography-the camera work, angles, lighting, long 
shots, close ups, focus. All the stuff that capture the 
images that make up the film

Costume and Set Design-the visual imagery that adds to 
the film.  How does it affect you?  What does it add/
detract to/from the film?



Six Main Elements You Should 
Think About

Plot-Every movie has a plot. (Even a documentary has a 
point-or a reason for being made)-Make it your mission to 
discover it! If it doesn't make any sense, it never hurts to 
watch it again.

Music and Soundtrack. Are there any tunes, or sounds that 
enhance this movie, or any songs that struck you as being just 
the right thing?

The Cast and Performances-who was in this flick? Have you 
ever seen them in a movie before? Were they believable? 
Were there others in the movie who were not as good?



Film Genre
Just like in novels and writing, there are genres in film.  The genre is the 
category that it should fall under.  Some films can seem to be more than 
one, but usually can overall be assigned to one category.  The main genres 
are:

Action
Adventure
Comedy
Crime/Gangster
Drama
Epics/Historical
Horror
Musicals/Dance
Science Fiction
War
Westerns
Documentaries



The Genres

Action:  Action films usually include high energy, big-budget 
physical stunts and chases, possibly with rescues, battles, fights, 
escapes, destructive crises (floods, explosions, natural disasters, 
fires, etc.), non-stop motion, spectacular rhythm and pacing, and 
adventurous, often two-dimensional 'good-guy' heroes (or 
recently, heroines) battling 'bad guys' - all designed for pure 
audience escapism. Includes the James Bond 'fantasy' spy/
espionage series, martial arts films, and so-called 'blaxploitation' 
films. A major sub-genre is the disaster film.

What are some action movies you can think of? 



The Genres

Adventure:  Adventure films are usually exciting stories, with 
new experiences or exotic locales, very similar to or often paired 
with the action film genre. They can include traditional 
swashbucklers, serialized films, and historical spectacles (similar 
to the epics film genre), searches or expeditions for lost 
continents, "jungle" and "desert" epics, treasure hunts, disaster 
films, or searches for the unknown.

What are some adventure films you can think of?

http://www.filmsite.org/actionfilms.html
http://www.filmsite.org/serialfilms.html
http://www.filmsite.org/epicsfilms.html


The Genres

Comedy:  Comedies are light-hearted plots consistently and 
deliberately designed to amuse and provoke laughter (with one-
liners, jokes, etc.) by exaggerating the situation, the language, 
action, relationships and characters. This section describes 
various forms of comedy through cinematic history, including 
slapstick, screwball, spoofs and parodies, romantic comedies, 
black comedy (dark satirical comedy), and more.

What are some comedies you can think of?



The Genres

Crime/Gangster:  Crime (gangster) films are developed around 
the sinister actions of criminals or mobsters, particularly 
bankrobbers, underworld figures, or ruthless hoodlums who 
operate outside the law, stealing and murdering their way 
through life. Criminal and gangster films are often categorized as 
film noir or detective-mystery films - because of underlying 
similarities between these cinematic forms. This category 
includes a description of various 'serial killer' films.

What are some that you can think of?

http://www.filmsite.org/filmnoir.html
http://www.filmsite.org/mysteryfilms.html


The Genres

Drama:  Dramas are serious, plot-driven presentations, 
portraying realistic characters, settings, life situations, and stories 
involving intense character development and interaction. 
Usually, they are not focused on special-effects, comedy, or 
action, Dramatic films are probably the largest film genre, with 
many subsets.

What are some that you can think of?



The Genres

Epics/History:  Epics include costume dramas, historical dramas, war 
films, medieval romps, or 'period pictures' that often cover a large 
expanse of time set against a vast, panoramic backdrop. Epics often 
share elements of the elaborate adventure films genre. Epics take an 
historical or imagined event, mythic, legendary, or heroic figure, and 
add an extravagant setting and lavish costumes, accompanied by 
grandeur and spectacle, dramatic scope, high production values, and a 
sweeping musical score. Epics are often a more spectacular, lavish 
version of a biopic film. Some 'sword and sandal' films (Biblical epics 
or films occuring during antiquity) qualify as a sub-genre.

What are some that you can think of?

http://www.filmsite.org/dramafilms.html
http://www.filmsite.org/warfilms.html
http://www.filmsite.org/adventurefilms.html
http://www.filmsite.org/biopics.html


The Genres

Horror:  Horror films are designed to frighten and to invoke our 
hidden worst fears, often in a terrifying, shocking finale, while 
captivating and entertaining us at the same time in a cathartic 
experience. Horror films feature a wide range of styles, from the 
earliest silent Nosferatu classic, to today's CGI monsters and 
deranged humans. They are often combined with science fiction 
when the menace or monster is related to a corruption of 
technology, or when Earth is threatened by aliens. There are 
many sub-genres of horror: slasher, teen terror, serial killers, 
satanic, Dracula, Frankenstein, etc.

What are some that you can think of?

http://www.filmsite.org/sci-fifilms.html


The Genres

Musical/Dance:  Musical/dance films are cinematic forms that 
emphasize full-scale scores or song and dance routines in a 
significant way (usually with a musical or dance performance 
integrated as part of the film narrative), or they are films that are 
centered on combinations of music, dance, song or choreography.

What are some that you can think of?



The Genres

Science Fiction:  Sci-fi films are often quasi-scientific, visionary and 
imaginative - complete with heroes, aliens, distant planets, impossible 
quests, improbable settings, fantastic places, great dark and shadowy 
villains, futuristic technology, unknown and unknowable forces, and 
extraordinary monsters ('things or creatures from space'), either created 
by mad scientists or by nuclear havoc. They are sometimes an offshoot 
of fantasy films, or they share some similarities with action/adventure 
films. Science fiction often expresses the potential of technology to 
destroy humankind and easily overlaps with horror films, particularly 
when technology or alien life forms become malevolent, as in the 
"Atomic Age" of sci-fi films in the 1950s.

What are some that you can think of ?

http://www.filmsite.org/fantasyfilms.html
http://www.filmsite.org/actionfilms.html
http://www.filmsite.org/adventurefilms.html
http://www.filmsite.org/horrorfilms.html


The Genres

War:  War (and anti-war) films acknowledge the horror and 
heartbreak of war, letting the actual combat fighting (against 
nations or humankind) on land, sea, or in the air provide the 
primary plot or background for the action of the film. War films 
are often paired with other genres, such as action, adventure, 
drama, romance, comedy (black), suspense, and even epics and 
westerns, and they often take a denunciatory approach toward 
warfare. They may include POW tales, stories of military 
operations, and training. 

What are some that you can think of?

http://www.filmsite.org/actionfilms.html
http://www.filmsite.org/adventurefilms.html
http://www.filmsite.org/dramafilms.html
http://www.filmsite.org/romancefilms.html
http://www.filmsite.org/comedyfilms.html
http://www.filmsite.org/thrillerfilms.html
http://www.filmsite.org/epicsfilms.html
http://www.filmsite.org/westernfilms.html


The Genres

Westerns:  Westerns are the major defining genre of the 
American film industry - a eulogy to the early days of the 
expansive American frontier. They are one of the oldest, most 
enduring genres with very recognizable plots, elements, and 
characters (six-guns, horses, dusty towns and trails, cowboys, 
Indians, etc.). Over time, westerns have been re-defined, re-
invented and expanded, dismissed, re-discovered, and spoofed.

What are some that you can think of?



The Genres

Documentary:  The documentary is a film genre that has become 
increasingly popular in recent times.  Its main purpose is to 
document “reality” and let the public in on it.  It is supposed to 
do this without expression of personal feelings, however more 
and more documentaries are taking a biased twist today.

What are some that you can think of?



Film Reviews:  Some questions

Have you ever read a film review?  Under what circumstances?  
What impact did it have upon you?

Under what circumstances do you think a film review would be 
the most useful?

What are some good places to look for opinions on films?  Has 
this changed in recent years?

What has the BIGGEST impact on what movies you would 
choose?  What about your parents?  What about your teachers?  
Think about different groups…



Thinking About Films

I’m going to show you a series of film posters.  Maybe you have 
seen the film, maybe you have just heard of it, maybe you have 
no idea what it is about.  Regardless of this, when you see the 
poster, I want you to take a moment to write down the following 
for each poster:

A description of the picture
Feelings that the poster evokes in you
Whether or not you would see the film based on the poster
Whether or not you think the film would be good and WHY???



Titanic
Poster 1



It’s a Wonderful Life
Poster 2



Beauty and the Beast
Poster 3



Blood Diamond
Poster 4



Lord of the Rings:  The Return of the King
Poster 5



Twilight
Poster 6



Elf
Poster 7



Avatar
Poster 8



3:10 To Yuma
Poster 9



Grease
Poster 10



What affects our opinions?
Think about it!  

Come up with five things YOU think a movie must have to be good.
Be ready to share in 5 minutes.


