
Booker’s 
Seven Types of 
Story



“The world is made up of 
stories, not atoms”

- Albert Einstein



First, some useful tangents
Just because.
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The “Ugh” Response

Recall the last time you watched a fight scene from an 
action movie. 

You remember that feeling in your gut when you saw 
that first punch fly? 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4fZzxMZ9hLU  

When you see the hero struggle and finally win, how 
does it make you feel? 

Why do you think that is?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4fZzxMZ9hLU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4fZzxMZ9hLU


The hero image refers to you!

● “All of these wonderful poetic images of mythology 
are referring to something in you. When your mind 
is simply trapped by the image out there so that you 
never make the reference to yourself, you have 
misread the image... Now you can personify [God] in 
many, many ways.  
– Joseph Campbell, The Power of Myth 

● Campbell is saying that in each of us is a hero. And 
the hero in us feels an affinity with the hero of the 
story; we live vicariously through the hero and 
desire their success just as we desire ours.



God’s word in creation

● All that exists flows from the creative power of 
God’s word. The Bible begins with the dramatic 
pronouncement, “God said... and it was... and it was 
good” (Gen. 1:3—31).  

● So life itself reflects the ordered, rational structure of 
language. 

● In literature, we act as order-discoverers when we 
unfold this mystical truth.



Fingerprints of God

“With language God creates the world; through 
language He reveals His design in history to men.  

There is a supreme confidence in an ultimate 
coherence of meaning through language that informs 
the biblical vision.” 

-Robert Alter, The Art of Biblical Narrative.



What is the Bible?

● The Bible is the record of God communicating to 
humans through words. 

● There is no more common phrase in the Old 
Testament than, “And God said…” 

● “Let there be…” this is the artistic language of 
creativity. 

● The Bible is the story of God and people.



The Seven Plots
According to Booker
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Overcoming the Monster

● Overcoming the Monster: Dark and Light Figures  

● Overcoming the Monster — Stories like Beowulf, 
‘Little Red Riding Hood’, Jaws, and many of the 
James Bond films, where a hero must defeat a 
monster and restore order to a world that has been 
threatened by the monster’s presence. 

● (Motif in Literature)



Rags to Riches

● Rags to Riches: Irony, Tone, and Mood  

● Rags to Riches — These stories feature modest, 
generally virtuous but downtrodden characters, who 
achieve a happy ending when their special talents or 
true beauty is revealed to the world at large. Includes 
any number of classics such as ‘Cinderella’ 
and David Copperfield.  

● (Voice in Literature)



The Quest

● The Quest: Heroes and Anti-Heroes  

● The Quest — A hero, often accompanied by 
sidekicks, travels in search of a priceless treasure and 
fights against evil and overpowering odds, and ends 
when he gets both the treasure and the girl. 
The Odyssey is a classic example of this kind of story. 

● (Characterization in Literature)  



Comedy

● Comedy: Light vs. Dark  

● Comedy — Not always synonymous with humour. 
Instead, the plot of a comedy involves some kind of 
confusion that must be resolved before the hero and 
heroine can be united in love. Think of Shakespeare’s 
comedies, The Marriage of Figaro, the plays of Oscar 
Wilde and Gilbert and Sullivan, and even War and 
Peace. 

● (Virtue in Literature)  



Tragedy

● Tragedy: Fight with gods  

● Tragedy — As a rule, the terrible consequences of 
human overreaching and egotism. The Picture of 
Dorian Gray, Julius Caesar, Hamlet, Anna Karenina…
this category is usually self-evident. 

● (Conflict in Literature)



Rebirth

● Rebirth: Creation, Fall, Redemption  

● Rebirth — The stories of Ebenezer Scrooge and 
Mary Lennox would fall into this basic plot type, 
which focuses on a threatening shadow that seems 
nearly victorious until a sequence of fortuitous (or 
even miraculous) events lead to redemption and 
rebirth, and the restoration of a happier world. 

● (Motif in Literature)



Voyage and Return

● Voyage and Return: Losing the Self  

● Voyage and Return — Alice in Wonderland, 
Robinson Crusoe on his desert island, other stories of 
normal protagonists who are suddenly thrust into 
strange and alien worlds and must make their way 
back to normal life once more. 

● (Identity and Place in Literature)
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